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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Allan M. Lowe (Reg. No. 19,641) on February 1 , 2006. 

Please amend claim 12 as the following: 

Claim 12. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of 
operating a computer entity comprising at least one data processor, and a data 
storage device for automatically admitting or rejecting a new user account onto 
said computer entity, said method comprising the steps of: 

in response to a request to add a new user account to said computer 

entity: 

(i) generating a prediction of future utilization of data storage capacity 
required by said requested new user account for a predetermined look-ahead 
period; 

(ii) for each of a plurality of user accounts currently installed on said 
compute entity, determining a predicted future utilization of capacity by said user 
account; 

(iii) from said result of steps (i) and (ii), determining an overall predicted 
future utilization of said functionality of said computer entity over said 
predetermined look-ahead period; 
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(iv) determining a currently available unutilized functionality of said 
computer entity, unused by any of said current user accounts; 

(v) comparing said currently unused functionality with said predicted future 
utilization of functionality and 

(vi) depending upon a result of said comparison, allowing or disallowing 
entry of said new user account onto said computer entity. 



Reasons for allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant's claimed invention distinguished over the prior art for the 
following reasons. The claims are allowable over the prior art of record because 
none of the references, either alone or in combination, discloses or renders 
obvious the method for automatically admitting or rejecting a new user account 
onto said computer entity comprising the steps of generating a prediction of 
future utilization of data storage capacity; determining a predicted future 
utilization of capacity by each of user accounts; determining a currently available 
unutilized functionality of said computer entity, unused by any of said current 
user accounts; comparing said currently unused functionality with said predicted 
future utilization of functionality and allowing or disallowing entry of said new user 
account onto said computer entity based on the comparison. 
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Conclusion 



3. Any comments considering necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jinsong Hu whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3965. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). /) 
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